
NEWS from TEAM

Young Shooting Victim
Enjoys Day at the Races

TORONTO, Ontario, July 13 —
Amid all the colors, crowds and
noise of last weekend’s Honda Indy
Toronto at Exhibition Place, a bit of
a miracle took place in Team GDT’s
paddock in the Direct Energy Centre
Sunday morning.

That miracle was the big smile on
the face of one of the victims of the
Eaton Centre mall shooting when he
sat in one of the Dallas-based team’s
three race cars that compete in the

Star Mazda Championship pre-
sented by Goodyear.

The 13-year-old boy was an inno-
cent bystander when he was caught
in crossfire and shot in the head dur-
ing an alleged gang shooting in the
Toronto mall’s food court June 2.
Five others were also injured and
two people died.

Despite the tragedy, a little more
than a month later the teen, his sister

and his father were able to accept an
invitation from Team GDT’s owner,
J.W. Roberts of Dallas, to be his
guest at the races. Roberts, who is
also the chief executive officer of
General Datatech (GDT), a data
communications equipment pro-
vider, is acquainted with the young
man’s father through a business rela-
tionship, and he wanted to try to do
something to help brighten the fam-
ily’s summer.
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By the looks of the 13-year-old’s smile, he was success-
ful.

The youth, whose name is not being made public prior
to jury selection for the alleged gunman’s murder trial,
sat in the cockpit of a Star Mazda car driven by Corey
Lewis of Nazareth, Pa. The family then visited with
Lewis and his two teammates: Andrés Méndez of Bo-
gotá, Colombia and Ryan Tveter of Oyster Bay, N.Y.

The teen was in critical condition before his life was
saved through the quick thinking of his older sister, who
was with him at the mall; rescue workers and neuro-
surgery. He faces additional surgery later this summer.

For more information on Team GDT, see its Facebook
page or follow it on Twitter.

About Team GDT:
Team GDT is a multi-car professional race team head-
quartered in Dallas that is owned by businessman and
racing driver J.W. Roberts. The team focuses on the Star
Mazda Championship presented by Goodyear, part of
the IZOD IndyCar Series' Mazda Road to Indy, and the
IMSAGT3 Cup Challenge.

In 2011 Team GDT won its second Star Mazda Expert
Series championship in a row with Roberts behind the
wheel. The Expert Series is a race-within-a-race and a
championship-within-a-championship for drivers 30 and
older. Roberts won the Expert title driving his Team
GDT/General Data Tech Mazda No. 65 with a total of
five class victories.

Team GDT is also well known for nurturing rising stars,
including Motorsport Ireland “Young Racing Driver of
the Year” Patrick McKenna and multi-Star Mazda race
winners Alex Ardoin and Richard Kent. Fans can learn
more about Team GDT on its Facebook page or through
Twitter @TeamGDT.


